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If you haven’t visited the beautiful new North 
Pocono Public Library yet, you’re missing out. 
While the aisles are filled with new releases, 
latest bestsellers, and all-time classics, there 
is so much more to the new NPPL than just 
books. There’s something for everyone here. 
Check out these top 10 ways our library is 
making an impact on our community.

We’re growing the next generation of 
readers. This year, more than 600 local 
children participated in our summer reading 
program, a 250% increase compared to 
previous years! More on this program’s 
success on page 4. 

We provide free access to practice test 
resources. Our patrons have access to many 
free online test preparation tools, including 
the GRE, SAT, and NCLEX through 
Learning Express.

We provide easy access to technology. 
Check out our free e-book downloads! We 
also offer public access computers and lap-
tops that you can use anywhere in the library, 
early learning stations that are loaded with 
educational games for children, and a public 
fax machine and copier. 

We offer programs and activities for all 
ages. We have something for everyone! Our 
adult patrons appreciate a friendly place to 
meet and play Bridge, Majong, or Mexican 
Train Dominoes. We offer toddler and 
preschool children’s programs, two adult 
book clubs, and special programs on health, 
wellness, career readiness, and more. Our 
new Friends of the Library is looking for 
more people — a great opportunity to make 
new friends and help the library.

We’re a pillar in the community when 
it comes to meeting space. The library’s 
Anne P. Smith Community Room provides 
space for groups like the Girl Scouts, the 
Dandelion Little League, the Rotary, and 
more! Read inside about how just a few 
local organizations are benefitting from our 
resources. 

We reap what we sow. Plans are in the 
works for a community garden, where 
children will learn to garden from older 
patrons. Read more on page 4.

We appreciate the arts. In partnership 
with the North Pocono Cultural Society, 
our library serves as a venue for community 
members to enjoy the talents of local artists 
through rotating art displays, and local 
musical performers. 

We partner with local organizations 
to support their missions. Most recently 
we worked with the local high school 
band to host a blood drive. Thanks to 
our collaboration, the band exceeded 
their threshold goal and received a $250 
scholarship.

We improve your property value. 
Communities that have outstanding services 
like schools and libraries are attractive places 
to live. North Pocono is building a strong 
library, which strengthens the community 
and the value of its local properties.

We support the educational curriculum 
of North Pocono, enriching the quality of 
learning for students. The library provides 
quiet space for students to study during 
the school year, and continued education 
programs over the summer.

Top 10 Ways that NPPL is Making an Impact  
The Library is Your One-Stop Shop for the Latest 
Information, Resources, Training, and Public Services

By Susan Jeffery, Director of Library Services

Events
Community Garden Meeting, 
“How Does Our Garden 
Grow?”
6 p.m. Tuesday, November 18 
Anne P. Smith Community Room
Join us to discuss the plans for 
our new garden. 

Christmas Craft Hour for 
Children  
11 a.m. Saturday, December 6 

Get Involved
Community Programs at the 
North Pocono Public Library

• Monday morning breakfast 
book club (monthly)

• Monday afternoon Mahjong
• Tuesday morning preschool 

storytime
• Tuesday afternoon Mexican 

Train Dominoes
• Thursday evening book club 

(monthly)
• Friday morning music and 

stories for infants and toddlers
• Friday afternoon bridge club
• Science Saturday (monthly)
• Tutoring and test proctoring
• Family movie nights
• Friends of the Library

Coming Soon!

Teen Reading Lounge

The Teen Reading Lounge 
creates the café book club 
experience for teens. Teens can 
come and have coffee and talk 
about things that are important 
to them. Special maker-space 
projects will be included in the 
program. Watch for more details 
in 2015!

Exercise at NPPL
More Yoga and gentle fitness 
programs coming in 2015! 



North Pocono Public Library gives back to our 
community in a variety of ways, perhaps most 
notably by providing a free, safe, and quiet space 
for numerous local groups and organizations to 
meet. Karen Mattern, leader of North Pocono’s 
Girl Scout Cadette Troop 50406, loves the 
library and the resources it provides for her 
organization.
 Since the new library opened in 2013, 
Troop 50406 has utilized the community room for Girl Scout-sponsored programs. 
In addition to meetings and activities, they have hosted activities for other troops in 
the North Pocono area at the library, including a holiday cookie swap and a program 
presented by Detective Michael Fueshko of the Scranton Police Department on how 
forensics is used to solve crimes.
 “We have also held a movie night for our scouts and their siblings at the library,” 
added Karen. “The large screen and speaker system in the community room were a 
major draw.”
 The library’s location is a major benefit for the troop, as the girls come from 
different parts of North Pocono. 
 “The space available in the community room, as well as the convenient location, 
makes it a great place for us to meet and to host programs,” said Karen. “We are very 
fortunate to have such an amazing resource in our community.”
 “Recently our troop visited Gettysburg,” said Karen. “Prior to the trip, we 
borrowed books and videos that helped teach the girls more about the borough.”
 Karen also sends kudos to the library’s staff, who have been great resources for 
providing ideas and opportunities for her troop. 
 “They have encouraged us to participate in several library-sponsored programs 
that are offered to the community,” she said. “Our favorite was the Cupcake War. To 
my Girl Scouts, the next best thing to Girl Scout cookies are cupcakes.”

The North Pocono Public Library would not be a success 
without the volunteers who work behind the scenes to enable 
us to offer invaluable programs, services, and resources to the 
community. We’d like to recognize Meghan Utter, a Moscow 
resident and junior English major at Penn State University, 
for her work as an intern this past summer. Meghan played 
a key role in the tremendous growth of our summer reading 
program. We’d like to thank Meghan for sharing a bit about 
her experience here, and for her dedication and commitment 
to NPPL. We wish her the best in her future endeavors.

How did you personally benefit from the library, its resources 
and services, and your internship experience?
My time volunteering at NPPL has given me valuable experience 
in the work force and in working with children, and provided me 
with an interesting look into the inner workings of how libraries 
are run. It also provided me with the opportunity to meet many 
wonderful new people and strengthen my ties to the community. 

What makes NPPL stand out from other 
libraries you’ve been to?
This library seems to be one of the most 
open and friendly I’ve seen. The staff is 
very kind and eager to help if you need it. 
It also is very connected to its community 
and holds a lot of events to give back. You 
can tell the people who come there are very 
appreciative of the resources it provides.

What was it like to see so many young readers benefit from the 
library’s resources and services this summer?
It was really rewarding to see the kids come to the library every 
week. The events themselves were very fun, and I loved seeing 
the kids afterwards at the circulation desk with a few books to 
bring home. Literacy and an interest in literature are important 
concepts to me, so it was really great to see these kids get 
involved in and get enjoyment from reading at a young age.

A Safe, Convenient Place to Meet
NPPL Offers Meeting Space and Resources to Community 
Organizations, Including Girl Scout Cadette Troop 50406

How We Make It Work: An Inside Look Behind the Scenes
Successful Programs and Activities are Made Possible Thanks to Our Dedicated Volunteers, 
Like Summer Intern Meghan Utter

Meghan Utter

Help Secure Our 
Future
The capital campaign for the 
library is in the final stretch so 
that the building can be quickly 
paid off. We need about $500,000 
to meet our goal! For more 
information on tax-deductible 
giving through the capital 
campaign, contact Director of 
Library Services Susan Jeffery at 
570-842-4700 or 
susanjeffery@albright.org.

New! 
North Pocono 
Friends of the 
Library
“Promoting and supporting the 
mission of the library.”
• Join us for meetings:
 1st Tuesdays at 5:45 p.m.
• Volunteer to help with events
• Participate in innovate projects
• Make new friends

www.lclshome.org/npocono



Seven years ago, Kim Hart got the news after delivering her 
son Jake: her child has Down Syndrome. Devastated, Kim 
felt lost and alone. She sought out other local families in the 
community, and gained strength in connecting with other 
mothers who were facing similar challenges. 
 Thus, Abilities 21 was born, a non-profit organization that 
works with special needs children and their families. The 
organization grew from a few mothers getting together for 
coffee nights and playdates to a network of more than 300 
local families who have since found a connection and support 
through the group.
 Kim explained that the new North Pocono Public Library 
opened its doors last year right at the time her group was 
searching for meeting space to accommodate its growing 
numbers. Since then, the library has been the group’s home 
for special movie nights (leaving the lights on and low volume 
for special needs kids), story times, moms nights out, parent 

workshops, meeting space, and more.
 “All of our kids know that they are welcome at the library,” 
said Kim. “It’s a welcoming, safe environment. A lot of kids 
with autism or other special needs won’t enter a building they 
don’t feel comfortable with, but North Pocono Public Library 
feels like home to all of us.”
 Additionally, Kim says that the rows of books have opened 
up a whole new world for her son.
 “The last time we were there, Jake was reading a book 
about Iceland,” she said. “He’ll never physically go there, but 
in his mind, he was taken there through words and pictures.”
 Kim couldn’t say enough great things about the library and 
staff, and urges other local groups to utilize the space for their 
own needs.
 “It’s such a great asset right in our neighborhood that so 
many people don’t realize is there,” she said. “Go use it!”

As a member of the Lackawanna County 
Library System, the North Pocono Public 
Library receives annual funding from 
the county for basic library operations. 
However, we must raise funds for all 
capital needs, such as the new library 
facilities and programs and activities 
that go beyond our basic funding.
 We’re thankful to the community 
donors who have seen the value in our 
library and the services we offer and 
have supported us with their financial 
contributions. In the second year of our 

annual fundraising drive, we’re asking 
those of you who have yet to participate 
to join us in support of those programs 
that enrich our community and make 
our library such a special place! 
 Your generosity will support our 
efforts to engage our community and 
lifelong learning through our educational 
and cultural programs, such as:
• Summer reading activities, including 

Battle of the Books
• Our new community garden

• Outreach efforts to pre-schools, the 
North Pocono School District, St. 
Mary’s Villa, and more

• New programs for seniors

Special Reads for Special Needs
Library Provides Safe, Welcoming Space for Local Families with Special Needs Children

Annual Fundraising Update

How You Can Help Keep NPPL the Cornerstone of Our Community

896-006

Please accept my gift of:      
� $25     � $50     � $100     � Other (specify amount: $_______)

Name:  _______________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________________
Phone:  ______________________________________________  
Email:  _______________________________________________

May we recognize your annual fund gift in future publications? If so, 
how would you like the recognition to read?
_____________________________________________________
(For example: Bob & Jane Smith, In Honor Of… or In Memory Of…)

 � My check of $__________ is enclosed, payable to 
North Pocono Public Library. 

� I am interested in joining the Friends of the Library.

Return this form with your gift to:

North Pocono Public Library
1315 Church Street
Moscow, PA 18444

Yes! I’d like to support North Pocono Public Library’s 2014 annual fund.

Please return the form 
below with your gift today 
to ensure that North Pocono 

Public Library stands 
strong as the cornerstone of 

our community. 



896-006 FN MH

North Pocono Public Library is pleased to announce that it has received an 
$8,000 Reinvest Grant from Lackawanna County, which has been matched 
with some other donor funds to establish a community garden at the back 
of the library. We will be recruiting patrons with experience and interest in 
gardening to work with children to help plant and maintain the garden, 
and harvest the resulting vegetables. This is another way that NPPL sup-
ports education in our community, as our young patrons will have the op-
portunity to see how food is grown and to enjoy the beauty of a garden. 
 Join us for an open meeting about the garden to learn more about 
plans and ideas at 6 p.m. on November 18.

How Does Our Garden Grow?
Community Garden to be Planted at North Pocono Public Library to Teach 
Children about the Process of Growing Food

Inside, Find the Top 10 Ways NPPL is a Standout 
in Our Community!1315 Church Street

Moscow, PA 18444

Kudos goes to Children’s Librarian Kelly 
Pulice for her outstanding efforts with 
the children’s summer reading program 
this year. Thanks to her dedication, more 
than 600 young readers took advantage 
of services and programs this summer.
     The program’s success can be 
credited to a combination of more 
events and more exposure. There were 
several new weekly events this year, 
such as paper mache projects, cooking 
demonstrations, and special guests on 
Saturdays, including magicians, animal 
shows, and an act that used science 
experiments to tell a story. We also 
did a lot of community outreach this 

year, publicizing the program in local 
elementary schools and asking last year’s 
attendees to bring friends with them this 
summer. 
 Although the 
main focus of the 
summer reading 
program is to 
encourage children 
to maintain an 
interest in books 
over the summer, 
we also offer many 
fun and educational 
events for the 
children. The 

program also provides a chance for kids 
to get out of the house and meet up with 
their friends.

Summer Sparks Students’ Desire to Read
More than 600 Young Readers Benefit from NPPL’s Summer Reading Program


